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Dresden, September 26th, 1786.

CONVERSING with a well-informed man who
is returned from Russia, I learnt a fact totally
strange to me, though no doubt known to the
Count de Vergennes; but, whether or no, one
which appeared to me proper to make you ac-
quainted with; and more especially because the
project is pursued with greater ardour than ever.

When Hyder AH, having advanced beyond
the Orixa, was at the height of his prosperous
success, the inhabitants of the North of Bengal,
interrupted in their customary commerce by the
conflict between the English and their enemies,
brought their iron as far as the frontiers of
Siberia, there to find a market. This extraor-
dinary fact was the cause of a remarkable
attempt made by Russia, in 1783. She sent
a fleet to Astracan, to seize on Astrabat, there
to form an establishment, on the northern coast
of the Caspian Sea, and thence to penetrate intod
